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I. Introduction 
A seminar on “Organic Farming: European Markets and Opportunities for Syria” was 
held in Damascus on July 7th, 2002 as part of the Agricultural Policy Forum promoted by 
the National Agricultural Policy Center (NAPC) with the support of the Project 
GCP/SYR/006/ITA-Phase II. The Agricultural Policy Forum aims at promoting the 
debate on agricultural policy issues among national and international experts, 
stakeholders and policy makers, in order to provide technical background for the policy 
making process, and to obtain suggestions for NAPC research and policy advice 
activities.  

The seminar was introduced by Mr. A. El Hindi, director of the NAPC, who welcomed 
the guests and thanked them for their participation, especially Mr. Mahmoud Taher, the 
FAO representative in Syria and Mr. Andrea Cascone, the Commercial Counselor of the 
Italian Embassy (a comprehensive list of participants is provided in Annex 1). Mr. Hindi 
briefly presented the activities carried out by the NAPC with the support of the Project 
GCP/SYR/006/ITA-Phase II “Assistance for Capacity Building through Enhancing 
Operation of the NAPC”, which is implemented by the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the United Nations and financed by the Italian Government. Mr. El 
Hindy referred to the policy studies carried out during the previous phase of the Project 
and to the on-going activities, stressing the relevance of the Policy Forum initiative to 
stimulated the debate and gather opinions on agricultural policy issues and priorities for 
Syrian agricultural policy making.  

Mr. El Hindi introduced the lecturer, Prof. Santucci, from the University of Perugia, Italy, 
and highlighted the relevance of the seminar as an occasion to explore the trend towards 
organic farming as a new agricultural approach. He also emphasized the importance of 
the seminar in presenting new opportunities for Syria, especially as an occasion for 
increasing agricultural exports to the European Union (EU). 
 
 
II. Synthesis of the presentation 

Mr. Santucci opened his lecture (slides of the presentation are reproduced as Annex 2) 
expressing his gratitude for the opportunity to present and discuss organic farming (OF) 
in Syria. He reviewed the main problems caused by conventional agriculture in both 
developed and developing economies, referring to the excessive consumption of energy, 
the negative impacts on the environment, especially in terms of reduced genetic 
variability of plants and animals. He also referred to the increasing resistance of weeds 
and diseases, both plant and animal, caused by the use of chemical medicines, and to the 
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negative impacts of animal-intensive production techniques, which utilize too much grain 
and very often lead to animal maltreatment.  
 
The lecturer highlighted the inefficiency of conventional agriculture. It needs State 
support in the form of subsidies, reduced taxation, purchase of inputs, and maintenance of 
prices. Natural resources are often consumed at no cost, as is the case of water. Disregard 
for the environment often results in erosion, pollution, and deforestation. Yet, the income 
of farmers’ remains low, a factor which gives rise to rural-urban migration. Farmers risk 
their lives by using toxic products. Other terrible consequences of this problem include 
obesity and diseases related to bad nutrition, such as cardiac disease and even infertility.   
 
Mr. Santucci turned his attention to organic farming, stating that it can be a solution for 
most of those problems. He argued, however, that shifting to OF is not an easy 
undertaking, especially because not sufficient research has yet been made. Indeed, 
organic farming implies an approach to agriculture that aims at setting up efficient 
production systems mainly based on renewable resources and good management of 
biological and ecological processes. This should allow the achievement of acceptable 
levels of production for human consumption and sufficient return to labor and other input 
resources. However, this will only be possible if adequate research capacity is in place.  
 
Mr. Santucci reviewed the various categories of organic farming established in the course 
of more than 70 years. They are known by different names and approaches, reflecting 
local realities and specific reactions by scientists and practitioners to the problems of 
conventional agriculture. In Germany, it is mainly referred to as biodynamic farming, a 
phrase inspired by the philosopher Rudolf Steiner. In England it became known as 
organic agriculture, after the researches of Howard. It is also called biological agriculture 
in Switzerland and France, and permaculture in the USA. 
 
Concerning organization of the organic farming movement, Mr. Santucci recalled that for 
many years, farmers practicing organic agriculture were ignored by the Government and 
Research Stations. They had to organize themselves into groups and associations in order 
to set up courses, develop research activity, and relate with consumers. In 1972, the 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) was founded in 
Paris as a non-governmental organization. It involved 5 organizations with the purpose of 
establishing worldwide cooperation. At present, there are 750 member associations in 
over 100 countries, from Albania to Zimbabwe.  
 
Turning his attention to the European Union market, Mr. Santucci noted that organic 
farms increased from 29,000 in 1993 to 130,000 in 2002, corresponding to almost 2% of 
all farms. All their products are now organic, from cereals to fruit and from eggs to 
honey. As a result, it is no longer difficult to find organic products on city markets. 
Although the first organic products store opened in Italy as late as 1974, it is now 
possible to find both small grocery stores and large supermarket chains that specialize on 
such products and cater to the environmentally conscious consumer. They sell items such 
as food, clothes, and stationery made of recycled paper. In terms of consumption, Europe 
is presently the largest market for organic products, with Germany, France, and Italy as 
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the leading markets, and consisting of about US$ 9 billion. It is followed by the USA 
(US$ 8 billion) and Japan (US$ 2,5 billion).  
 
Because European production is inadequate to meet the growing domestic demand, many 
organic products must be imported. These include not only tropical products like cocoa, 
coffee, tea, and bananas, but also cereals, pulses, meat, and sugar. All products, raw 
materials and processed foods alike, produced within Europe or abroad, must be certified 
by an independent Certification Body, which inspects fields and processing plants in 
order to ensure that all rules are respected.  
 
Many Mediterranean Countries are already exporting their organic commodities to 
Europe. Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, and Turkey, for example, have established legislation, 
research centers, training activities, and certification bodies. Close collaboration is being 
stimulated by the regional groups of IFOAM, which were established some years ago at 
the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute in Bari (Italy). Two young Syrian agronomists 
have pursued post-graduate education at that Institute, where a two-year master‘s degree 
in Mediterranean Organic Agriculture is offered. 
 
Syria should look at organic agriculture to solve the many technical and environmental 
problems caused by conventional agriculture as well as to improve its trade balance. A 
feasible strategy could be a) to set up a working group with all stakeholders (Ministries, 
Peasant Union, Chambers of Agriculture, Universities, etc.); b) to set up a Certification 
Body in cooperation with an experienced Certification Body already acting in Europe; c) 
to set up an integrated project (legislation, research, extension, etc..); and d) to start an 
educational campaign for Syrian consumers, in order to foment a domestic market, as can 
be found in the biggest towns all around the Mediterranean Sea.  
 

III. Summary of the debate 

The debate took the form of a series of questions from the participants. Mr. Santucci  
answered each question in turn, focusing on possibilities to implement the OF approach 
in Syria and the requirements to enter the EU market. The main questions and answers 
can be summarized as follows: 
 

Q: The intensive use of chemical pesticides in conventional farming is one serious cause 
of land degradation. Can OF help in solving this problem and what are the best 
approaches?  

A: Conventional farming decreases soil fertility and causes many other problems. OF can 
combat desertification by maintaining a permanent cover of the soil, adopting proper 
rotations systems, and using green manure and compost. In particular, biodynamic 
farming gives more protection to the soil and permaculture uses algae and stone walls to 
protect the soil. Other measures include the combination of crop planting and animal 
breading, limits to imported genetically modified materials, and the valorization of local 
breeds and species through the setting up of local seeds production activities specialized 
in organic products. 
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Q: Can the slow releasing of fertilizers be considered organic? How is it possible to 
determine if a product is organic? 

A: No. What is relevant for organic agriculture is not only the final result, that is, the 
concentration of chemicals in the agricultural products. It is important to consider first of 
all the process of production, which should not make use of conventional chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides. It should also respect a number of other criteria. In that sense, 
there is not any given set of laboratory tests to determine if a product is compliant with 
the requirements of OF. Indeed, a test can only ensure that a product does not carry 
residuals of a particular chemical. In order to ensure that a product is organic, the 
production process should be monitored by a certification body guaranteeing compliance 
with the OF standards. The product should then be identified as organic by appropriate 
labeling, which should also ensure traceability of the product, that is, the possibility of 
tracing the entire path from the organic farm to the consumer table. In the EU, organic 
products have 100% traceability, thanks to a very sophisticated labeling system. 
 
Q: How is the certification process organized and how can a certification body be set up 
for Syrian products? 

A: Farmers advisory organs, e.g. extension services, cannot act as a certification body. 
Legislation sets the rules for the certifying bodies. In the case of exports, it is obviously 
crucial that the certification process be validated by the importing country and the main 
actors along the food distribution chain. In Italy, for example, the certification body must 
be recognized by the Ministry of Agriculture and should itself be certified by a national 
certification authority. Perhaps the best option to establish an effective certification 
system for export to the EU is to establish collaboration with a European certification 
body, as has been done by other countries in the region. The next step is to establish a 
national certification body recognized by the European system. Finally, a national 
certification authority must be established. It must be able to grant the status of certifying 
bodies to national entities. At present, Argentina is the only country outside the EU that 
can autonomously certify compliance with OF criteria for agricultural exports to the EU.  
 
Q: How is it possible to move from conventional to organic farming and how long does it 
take to clean contamination?  

A: Transition to OF is a problem that cannot be solved overnight. However, it is possible 
to gradually re-orient the production process, turning it into an environmentally friendly 
one. There are studies demonstrating that restoring natural fertility can take as long as 25 
years, after 100 years of conventional agriculture associated with intensive use of 
chemicals. Obviously, the time needed depends on the level of contamination. 
Accordingly, less “developed” agricultural systems, characterized by lower intensity of 
external inputs usage, might be favored. Often, a period of 3 to 5 years compliance with 
OF standards is required before obtaining certification as an organic farm.  
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Q: What is the position of OF on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)? How is it 
possible to resist the use of GMOs in food aid programs? What can be the impact of 
using GMOs in Syria on trade with the EU? 

A: GMOs are definitely incompatible with organic farming. The EU has been resisting 
the introduction of GMOs and is adopting strong restriction for seeds, food commodities, 
and processed foods, including GMOs. Also in this case, traceability is an important issue 
and the EU is adopting labeling standards that will allow consumers to know if they are 
consuming GMOs. Clearly trade with EU is not favored by the adoption of GMOs, 
although it is not easy to enforce restrictions. Even more difficult is to prevent the use of 
GMOs as food aid. To resist the widespread diffusion of GMOs, strong cooperation is 
needed between developing countries and the EU.  
 

Q: What is the possible role of the university in relation to OF? 

A: Universities have traditionally ignored or opposed organic farming. Young students 
have even been forbidden to consult books on organic farming. That shows that studying 
and researching in this field has been actively discouraged for a long time. Attitudes are 
now changing and universities are slowly but actively engaging in OF research. This is an 
important change. Research is a crucial factor for the success of OF and for the common 
good, as conventional farming does not provide convincing answers to the challenges that 
lie ahead. 
 

Q: Is OF compatible with food security? Is it profitable, especially in low fertility areas? 
How can governments support OF?  

A: The ability of OF to produce an adequate quantity of food is a complex issue. On the 
one hand, a production side analysis shows that conventional agriculture is increasingly 
destroying its own production bases, mostly by depleting soil fertility. That is to say that 
the productive capacity of OF should be assessed comparatively and in a dynamic 
perspective. On the other hand, food security prospects cannot be properly assessed 
without considering the consumption side. In that sense, we have to ask ourselves if the 
presently prevailing and expanding consumption pattern, based on the increasing 
consumption of animal proteins, is sustainable and desirable. We have to take into 
account all its negative effects, including those on human health and land use. We have to 
start considering if, at a global level, it is not more sustainable and desirable to adopt a 
consumption strategy guided by the principle “eat less to eat better”. Additionally, the 
profitability of OF has to be assessed in a comparative way. It should be stressed that 
traditional farming has been unable to provide for rural populations without massive 
public support, despite the large migration from rural to urban areas that has accompanied 
the triumph of conventional agriculture. OF requires a re-orientation of existing public 
support and subsidization of agriculture. Government support should be conditional to the 
adoption of farming practices that preserve the environment, provide healthy food for 
consumers, and ensure the livelihood of rural populations. 
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Annex 1: List of Participants 
 

Agricultural Chambers’ Federation 
Mohammed Al Alo, President 

          Salloum, Najdat, Director 
Agricultural Cooperative Bank 
           Yazgi, Elias, Deputy Director, Planning Dept. 
Embassy of Italy 

Cascone, Andrea, Commercial Counselor 
Food and Agriculture Organization 

Zia, Shahid, FAO trainer 
General Peasant Federation 

Darwish, Fayez, Director, Livestock Office 
Ghadak Company 
            Mursi Naffakh, Aghyad, Director, Agricultural Investments 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 

Abaza, Baibars, Agricultural Economics Dept. 
Abdullah, Majd, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Abu Assaf, Safwan, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Al Bahra, Mohammed Ehsan, Deputy Director, Ali Al Ali Project 
Al Gadban, Ali, General Establishment for Poultry 
Al Halabi, Najat, Agricultural Economics Dept. 
Al Kassar, Husam, Agricultural Economics Dept. 
Al Saadi, Abdullah, Training Dept. 
Al Shawwa, Haitham, Extension Dept. 
Assaf, Saed, Ali Al Ali Project 
Atieh, Basima, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Baghasa, Hajar, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Balkar, Ghada, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Dahas, Yehia, National Agricultural Policy Center 
El Masri, Ghada, Agricultural Economics Department 
Hammoud, Mayyada, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Hasan, Suheil, Agricultural Economics Dept. 
Husni, Wafica, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Ibrahim, Ryad, Agricultural Affairs Dept. 
Ishak, Yusra, Agricultural Affairs Dept. 
Kahwagi, MHD. Eid, Extension Dept. 
Khazma, Mohammed, Head, Studies Section, Agricultural Economics Dept. 
Khouri, Sahar, Ali Al Ali Project 
Makhoul, Suheil, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Mansour, Antoon, Ali Al Ali Project 
,Melhim, Al Muhannad, National Agricultural Policy Center 
MHD Ali Paravi, Extension Dept. 
Munlahasan, Abeer, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Nahhas, Bashar, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Nasmeh, Abdul Rahman, Al Badia Development Project 
Othman, Saleh, Extension Dept.  
Rafe’ Nabeeh, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Rahhal, Mustafa, General Establishment for Poultry 
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Raidi, Samir, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Refai, Abdulhadi, Extension Dept. 
Sheheideh, Akram, National Agricultural Policy Center 
Talab, Tony, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific  Research 
Tubbagi, Saed, General Commission for Agricultural Scientific Research 
Zoughbi, Samira, National Agricultural Policy Center 

Ministry of Environment 
Bukrash, Rafik, Natural Resources Dept. 
Husari, Abdul Hamid, Resource Dept.  

Ministry of Industry 
           Al Boushi, Basel, Nutrition Dept. 
           Bukdash, Safa’, Head, Nutrition Dept. 
University of Damascus, Faculty of Agriculture 
         Abulkair, Saleh, Professor 
         Al Azmeh, Fawaz, Secretary of Scientific Affaires 
          Al Shater, MHD Saed, Professor 
          Kawwas, Huda, Associate Professor 
University of Aleppo, Faculty of Agriculture 
        Najm, Abdul Razzak, Instructor, Second Faculty of Agriculture in Deir Ezzor 
University of Rome 3 

De Filippis, Fabrizio, Professor of Agricultural Economics 
 
The seminar was also attended by 20 of the NAPC trainees 
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Annex 2: Slides of the Presentation 
 

Welcome to everybody
Fabio M. Santucci

 

 

 
Organic Farming: European Market and 

Opportunities for Syria
•# Holistic approach
•# Crisis of conventional farming
•# Definitions of Organic Farming
•# Development of OF
•# European situation
•# Marketing systems
•# Consumers’ profile
•# Prices
•# Problems and perspectives
•# and in Syria ?

 

Crisis of Conventional Farming
Obesity and diseases due to wrong nutrition, 
allergies, (reduction of fertility?)
High consumption of energy
Environmental degradation
Genetic erosion (vegetal and animal)
Cruel techniques of animal husbandry
Diseases and weeds increasingly resistant
Huge State support 
Low agricultural income exodus
Agricultural labor unhealthy
Commercial wars (dumping)

 

 
Organic farming: back to the future

The need for a new paradigm : 
we need an holistic and 
sustainable approach.
“There is a preliminary need for 
any reform of agricultural 
economics: new farmers must 
be trained. Traditional farming 
does not exist from generations
and the modern one has lost any
connection with both Earth and 
Sky”.

From Alvi “Le seduzioni economiche di Faust”, 1989

 

What is organic farming ?

From Lampkin & Padel “Economics of OF”, 1993

Approaches to agriculture, aiming at setting up 
sustainable production systems, based mainly 
on renewable resources, on a management of 
the biological and ecological processes with the 
goal of achieving acceptable levels of animal and 
vegetal production and of human nutrition, 
protection from parasites and diseases, and a 
proper return to labor and other resources.

 

 
The organic agricultures

* Exist from more than 70 years

*… are holistic approaches = integrated, where the 
individual parts (in space and time) should be 
seen and treated together, unlike the
reductionistic approach, typical of present 
culture.
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Forms of Organic Farming

Biodynamic, after Steiner, Germany, 1926
Organic, after Howard, UK, 1940
Biological, after Rusch & Mueller, CH, 1950
Biological, after Lemeire-Boucher, F, 1950 
Permaculture, USA, 1970
One straw, after Fukuoka, Japan, 1970 

 

 

IFOAM

The International Federation of 
Organic Agriculture Movements is 
a NG0, established in 1974 by 14 
founders. 
It has now 750 associates in 100 
Countries.
It includes farmers, traders, 
consumers and other, but NOT 
Governments.

 

IFOAM standards I
Reshaping of natural environment: 
hedges, trees, walls, channels, to 
avoid erosion, give shelter to natural 
competitors, have a nice landscape;
Proper techniques: rotations, mixed 
cropping, limited soil labor, (to limit 
weeds and parasites, to save water 
and energy, to reduce erosion, for the 
Nitrogen cycle;
Development of animal and green 
manure, composting;
Enhancement of animal and vegetal 
biodiversity;

 

 
IFOAM standards II

No Genetically Modified Organisms;
Husbandry techniques respectful for 
animals and environment;
Reduction of plastics and no 
synthetic chemicals;
“Natural” storage, processing and 
transportation;
Fair trade and Local Trade;
Intelligent consumption.

 

Organic farmers are everywhere:
Europe, USA, Australia, New Zealand and 
Argentina lead the way
Great attention in Former Communist 
Countries
Growing interest in Developing 
Countries
Market concentrated in USA, 
Japan and Europe, but organic 
retailers can be found almost 
in all Countries

Note: not only food, also textiles, 
herbs, wood are certified

 

 
Organic farming around the world
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OF and EU Policies
EU has partially supported OF with 
several structural Regulations since 
1985
EU Reg. 2092/91: norms for crops and 
foods (also for imports)
EU Reg. 2078/92: subsidies to convert 
or to continue OF
EU Reg. 1904/99: norms for animal 
productions

 

 
Growth of production

Organic area has grown from 0.7 million ha in 
1993 to 3.8 in 2000 = 3% of UAA
Farms were 29,000 in 1993 and now are 130,000 
= 1.9% of total
Most area is grassland and fodder, then arable 
crops, fruit trees and vegetables.
Dairy cows are > 280,000 = 1.3% of total
Other cattle is > 500,000 = 0.65% of total

 

Certification:
All products (row or 
processed) must be certified 
by Certification Bodies (CB), 
public or private, recognized 
by their Governments. 
Third Countries’ products 
must be certified by a EU CB
EU CB establish agreements 
with non EU CB. 

 

 
Labeling

Labels must indicate:  
* Name of firm
* From organic farming (if >95%)
* Certification Body and Authorization no.
* Code of CB, firm, lot number
* Ingredients and net weight
* Expiry date  and conservation suggestions
* Address of the firm

 

Biggest markets

Country 

USA 28 8.000
Japan 20 2.500
Europe 9.000

Denmark 114 600
Switzerland 95 700
Austria 49 400
Sweden 45 400
The Netherlands 38 600
Germany 30 2.500
France 21 1.250
Italy 19 1.100
United Kingdom 15 900
Source: ITC, SOEL, USDA, 

Head US$

Biofood-expenditure 

Total Mio US$

 

 
Relevance and trends

Organic market in Europe, 1999.

Country Billions of 
US$ 

% of total 
food market

Annual 
growth

Germany 1,8 1,2 5-10%
Italy 0,75 0,6 20%
France 0,72 0,5 20%
United Kingdom 0,45 0,4  25-30%
Switzerland 0,35 2%  20-30%
The Netherlands 0,35 1   10-15%
Denmark 0,3 2,5  30-40%
Austria 0,23 2  10-15%
Sweden 0,11 0,6  30-40%

Source: ITC 1999.
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Where is consumption?

UK, Nordic Countries,
Germany lead the way
France, Italy are coming up
Slowly, everywhere.

Consumption is linked with health education,
environmental awareness, income and 
product availability. 

 

 
Consumers’ motivations

Religious or philosophic
Environmental
Social (adopt a farmer)
Selfish (health)

 

The food chains growth
European markets show different 
levels of organization, but…
Contract farming is increasing
Coops, associations and 
platforms are expanding
Franchising and supermarkets
Markets, canteens & restaurants..
Internet and mail orders
Merging and acquisitions
New operators every day..!!!

 

 
Prices

Comparison is difficult (products, quantities)
Premium prices are normally paid to farmers
They tend to decrease over the time

Consumers pay more, also due to distribution 
channels and to cost of processing small 
quantities
Consumers prices for organic food are within the 
range of high quality conventional food

 

Where do Italian organic farmers sale ?

- Local markets                     69,1 %

- Regional distribution         21,9 %

- National market 7,5 %

- Foreign markets 1,5 %

- Total 100,0 %

Source: INIPA-AGER 2000

 

 
Promotion (%)

- Local annual fair          62,4
- Local weekly market    36,7
- Leaflets & catalogues   26,6
- Annual nat. fair (group)   20,4
- Annual national fair (alone)              9,7
- Internet                                                9,4
- Fairs abroad (as a group)                   7,2
- Fairs abroad (as a group)                   1,9
- Ads on radio or TV                              1,3

Total                                           100,0
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OF in Italian Supermarkets: 130 in 1996, 1.439 in 2000

Chain Label Launch
Coop - ipercoop Naturali biologici  Nov 1995
Billa - Standa Sì, naturalmente  Jun 1998
Pam Pam da agricoltura biologica  Aug 1999
Panorama Panorama da agricoltura biologica  Aug 1999
Superal Superal da agricoltura biologica  Aug 1999
Famila Biologico  Sep 1999
Esselunga Esselunga Bio  Nov 1999
Gigante Linea Biologica - Gusto Natura  Feb 2000
GS - Euromercato Scelgo Bio  May 2000
Coop - ipercoop Coop da agricoltura biologica  Nov 2000
Conad - Margherita Pianeta Conad Nuovi Prodotti da AB  Nov 2000
Natura Sì NaturaSì il Supermercato della Natura  Jan 2001
Despar - Eurospar - Interspar Bio, Logico  Feb 2001
Selex Bio Selex  May 2001
Crai Crai Bio  Jul 2001

 

 

Organic products on line

3130 farms in Bio Bank

622 have declared to be on Internet

190 sale through Internet
 138 with their own site
 52  through other sites (portals)

30 sale ONLY through internet

21 sale through internet and mail catalogue

Source: Tutto Bio 2002

 

Organic food at school: 107 in 1999, 342 in 2001

90 canteens started in 2001
73 in 2000

 14-19 every year from '95 to 1999
 1-8 every year from 1986 to '94

72 not declared

 Source: Tutto Bio 2002

 

 
Next steps ?

%
- New marketing systems        73,8
- Expand the farm/firm          49,1
- More on farm processing     45,4
- New crops                              35,3
- On farm sale point                29,9
- More animal productions    22,0
- On farm tourism                  19,8

 

…..The future…??!!
Conventional farming, animal 
breeding, fishing and wood 
exploitation become less competitive 
and may’be impossible;
The animal species at risk is… the 
farmers !!!
Great fight against GMOs
Need for coherent policies:

- research and development
- training and extension
- information for consumers
- laws and regulations

 

 
Which demand’s share will be satisfied with 
products from non EU Countries ?
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Syria I :

In areas of traditional farming, conversion is 
not difficult : olive oil, pulses, barley….
In intensive agriculture areas, some careful 
research is needed
European market is relatively close, but 
competition is high

 

 
Syria II

Set up a working group to develop strategy and 
legislation
Set up a project (State ? FAO? EU?)
Set up a Certification Body
Find EU based Certification Body
Research + Extension for farmers
Education for Syrian consumers

 

Organic farming is becoming main
stream
Premium prices will not last forever
Agro-food chains must be efficient
Efficiency at farm and at system level
Public Administration must be 
effective
Proper communication

 

 

Thanks for Your Attention

Any question ?

 

Thanks again

Fabio M. Santucci

 

  

 


