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Introduction 

The seminar “Agriculture, Poverty, and Rural Development under Globalization” was the fourth 
and last activity of the 2005 Agricultural Policy Forum promoted by the National Agricultural 
Policy Center (NAPC) with the support of the FAO Project GCP/SYR/006/ITA. Mr Donato 
Romano, Professor from University of Florence, Italy, delivered the seminar on 20 December 
2005 at the NAPC premises.   

The seminar aimed at discussing the challenges of the globalization phenomenon to Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs), and analyzing its potential impacts with particular reference to 
agriculture and rural development as well as poverty. The forum also intended to contribute to a 
better understanding of the impacts resulting from globalization and to the development of 
appropriate policies. 

Mr Romano highlighted the different outcomes of globalization that work in the economic and 
agriculture sectors. As a discriminating phenomenon, globalization implies systematic 
asymmetries. The consequences of these asymmetries are reflected in the changes in 
agricultural role in economic development and in  agricultural world trade and its composition, 
which has witnessed a progressive shift from a comparative advantages-based trade (implying 
cost competition), towards a reputation-based trade (implying quality competition) for 
agricultural products. 

According to the lecturer, agriculture in LDCs will not be anymore the engine of growth as it 
used to be in the pre-globalization development patterns, and it is bound to be marginalized. In 
addition, LDCs agriculture will hardly be able to attain the expected benefits of globalization due 
to poor availability of infrastructures and appropriate institutions. Furthermore, LDCs are likely 
to suffer from globalization-induced adverse changes in some macro fundamentals.  

Mr Romano concluded that LDCs should alter their existing policies to encourage the necessary 
investments in infrastructures, institutions, human and social capitals; to develop quality-
discriminating agriculture; and to enhance an integrated, inclusive, and flexible rural 
development strategy based on a territorial approach. 

Synthesis of Presentation 

Ms Wafica Hosni, NAPC Deputy Director for Information and Communication, opened the 
seminar welcoming the guests, and introduced the lecturer pointing to his academic background 
and experience (the list of participants and the presentation are in Annexes 1 and 2). 

Mr Romano opened his presentation underlining the importance of the subject of this seminar -   
globalization - as one of the most substantial challenges the world economy is facing nowadays, 
and its relevance to the recent meetings of global economic bodies. He referred to the latest 
World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong (December 2005), 
where the discussions that took place did not have any positive outcomes on LDCs, 
demonstrating that the policy formulation process in this organization is still lagging behind 
international developments. 

He clarified that the main objectives of his presentation were to analyze the challenges of 
globalization to LDCs agriculture and rural development, as well as to present the structural 
changes induced by globalization and their impacts on LDCs. He introduced his thesis that 
systematic asymmetries resulting from globalization affect countries at both the economic and 
agricultural levels, also remarking that such asymmetries have a direct correlation with the 
stage of development of a country. Moreover, he stressed that without positive government 
intervention, LDCs’ agriculture is bound to be marginalized.  
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The lecturer defined the main topics of his lecture including the presentation of some stylized 
facts about globalization and agriculture under globalization; explanation for the changing role 
of agriculture in economic development; and a revision of the EU experience, to draw lessons 
for rural development policy that might be useful to Syria.  

Mr Romano explained the fundamental changes in trade structure induced by globalization in 
the period 1970–2000.  

The most striking feature of modern globalization is the increase in trade and financial 
integration leading to significant expansion of trade flows in the markets across the world. 
Notably, LDCs revenues declined during the period despite growing exports, due to the 
reduction in the prices of their export products and the low wage costs. 

Another main change was in trade composition and the fall of trade barriers in the last two 
decades (1980–2002). The contribution of commercial services to total world trade rose 
considerably from 16% to 21% due largely to improvements in transportation, 
telecommunications, insurance, etc. in addition to the increasing changes in production and its 
components, shifting away from trade in primary or pure commodities (cereal, meat, etc.) into 
trade in high-value processed products characterized by high-services components.   

A further dramatic change is the systematic devaluation of soft currencies, since the process of 
globalization frees up the movement of trade and capital flows around the world. This was the 
main reason for the economic crises in East Asian countries in recent years.   

Principally, there are three systematic asymmetries discriminate against LDCs limiting their 
chances to benefit from the implications of globalization.  

Firstly, regarding that LDCs lack of appropriate institutional and infrastructure endowments to 
fully benefit from globalization, LDC countries should develop the essential required services, 
infrastructures and establish the needed institutions to access international markets.  

Secondly, it should be noticed that there is an increasing shift from trade in commodities 
towards trade in services, since the most favorite tradable goods nowadays are increasingly 
based on the reputation generated from trust and fame and from the large support of capital 
and regulations. Notably, it is difficult for a country to produce high quality commodities that 
have a good reputation, without recognizing the huge requirements of human and social skills. 
So it is easy to produce i.e. cereal, but not with high quality. 

Lastly, the reserve of hard vs. soft currency in LDCs for reasons of reputation asymmetries, the 
fluctuation of local currencies values, and the increase in the demand of hard currencies for 
trade transactions and assets creation implies in LDCs to substitute soft local currencies by hard 
ones. In addition, such grow in demand depletes the reserves of the Central Bank leading to 
frequent devaluation of LDCs currencies and weakening their economies. 

Regarding the above-mentioned arguments, a new relevant policy response is required from 
LDC governments intending to ease the pressure of such situations on these countries and to 
help them to fully exploit the expected benefits of globalization. 

Mr Romano clarified that the current (neo-liberal) system of international finance, which is 
based on the standard economic policies of “free trade – free market – laissez faire”, has 
contributed to the problems we see in LDCs. This extends to foreign exchange usage and to 
capital flows, such that individuals and Central Banks hold foreign currency as an asset to be 
traded as a commodity, whereby such occurrence worsens the monetary and economy 
reputation of these countries. In such cases, governmental interventions are required to 
establish new policies and maintain good economics management. 

The lecturer referred to the fact that “asymmetric reputation effects” and lack of infrastructures 
and institutions imply market incompleteness. He called again for good governmental 
interventions through competent ways, taking into account when, how, and where to intervene 
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as a policy-maker.  In addition, to seek for markets integrity through providing good products to 
match consumers’ preferences and to distribute welfare benefits among people, which can be 
used as an indicator of a country’s evolution. When welfare is concentrated in the hands of a few 
people, it works against economic development. 

Moving to discuss the position of agriculture under globalization, Mr Romano illustrated that 
the same trends seen in the world economy are reflected at the sectoral level. As for Europe, 
globalization generated more agricultural trade and more trade in ‘customized’ (brands and 
products developed for niche markets) agro-food goods. Moreover, the same constraints 
observed in the world economy are also having sectoral impacts, including, as was previously 
mentioned, the lack of proper infrastructures and institutions, and the adverse changes of 
macro fundamentals, noticing that these constraints affect the agricultural sector more than 
other sectors. 

Referring to WTO statistics, the growth in world agricultural trade reached to 2.4% per year 
during 1973– 1990, and after in 1990 -2000 was close to 4% annually, roughly twice as much as 
the growth of agricultural production. Moreover, the value of world agricultural trade strikingly 
rose by 40% in real terms between 1990 and 2002, positively influencing agricultural trade 
development.  

In principle, the development of world agricultural trade carries multiple advantages, 
particularly for food security. Opening up trade allows food to move from areas where it is in 
surplus to areas in need, provided that the country has access to foreign exchange to pay for the 
food traded and people can afford to buy it. This is often not possible in LDCs. That is to say, the 
ability of a country to access food is related to the availability of infrastructure and hard 
currency, the availability of which is negatively affected to poverty levels.  

In reference to the negative effects of world agricultural trade growth on LDCs, they relate to the 
high vulnerability of the LDCs to world price volatility under globalization.  Thus, those 
countries need to develop risk-coping institutions, if they can afford it. For example, Ethiopia 
would not suffer from famines if it could establish the required institutional infrastructure and 
the needed markets for its cereal production, and develop the capabilities to effectively run 
those institutions.   

The poverty level in LDCs determines the possibility of providing the infrastructural and 
institutional prerequisites that are needed to claim the benefits from globalization, or to better 
cope with the increased risks associated with it.  

Concerning the change in the composition of world agricultural trade, the lecturer stated that it 
has shifted from primary agricultural products like cereal, corn, meat, etc. towards processed 
goods with larger shares of value added to the raw products. That was clear in the 1990-2002’ 
period, which showed a significant increase from 42% to 48% of total world agricultural trade in 
both DC and LDC.  

The change in trade structure, according to Engel’s law1, is linked to the average individual 
income, which directs trade towards better reputation goods. This trend corresponds 
proportionately to firms that have differentiated products. That is to say, there is a correlation 
between consumers and producers leading to more trade in processed goods.  

In the meantime, reputation effects have a paramount importance, especially under 
globalization that contributes to trade liberalization and cost reduction for transportation and 
information circulation. In fact, when people in LDCs want to buy imported products with good 
reputation this generates a pressure on LDCs’ balance of payments (BoP) and worsens their 
terms of trade (TT). TT declined from an average of -0.1% in the 1980s to an average of -0.5% in 

                                                        
1 Engel’s law describes how, for a person, when income increases, the proportion of income that is spent on food 
(and by extension other basic necessities) decreases, even if actual expenditures rise.  
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the 1990s. Consequently, the growing pressure on BoP of LDCs plus foreign exchange 
constraints led to repeated devaluations of local currencies, which were already soft.   

The lecturer also emphasized on the most discriminating feature of agricultural trade brought 
by globalization, which is the shift from a comparative advantages-based trade to a reputation-
based trade in agricultural products, leading to a loss in the importance of cost-based 
competition and to an increase in the importance of quality-based competition. 

Mr Romano moved on to speak about the consequences of the presented arguments on LDC 
agricultural output and input. 

On the output side, internationally, reputation matters allow firms to capture rents generated 
from reputation advantages through moving towards building a local institutional ‘fence’ of 
branding, certification, etc. as well as ensuring high market shares by using advertising and 
marketing tools. Based on such features of new international competition, some firms have 
exploited economies of scale and wildly spread over the world gaining much profit, e.g. 
McDonalds Company for fast food. 

As for the LDCs agriculture, which mostly depends on primary (raw) goods, it is bound to be 
marginalized unless LDCs improve their products’ reputation, which is a challenging task 
because of the shortage in investment resources and poor availability of the appropriate 
infrastructures. In addition, the globalization-induced adverse changes in some macro 
fundamentals such as the systematic devaluation of local currencies in LDCs excessively shift 
resources away from non-tradable to tradable sectors. In other words, producers of local 
products misallocate resources, leading to negative impacts on economic growth. 

On the input side, shifting resources towards tradable goods negatively acts on LDC growth, 
because it raises the value of resources, making them more expensive for agricultural use. In 
addition, many inputs (e.g. genetically modified seeds) are increasingly traded as patented 
goods, which are more expensive and need foreign exchange.  

Regarding the above-mentioned details, it seems that globalization will likely work against LDCs 
at the economy-wide level and specifically will negatively affect agriculture. 

The lecturer summed up the overall risks of globalization on LDCs’ agriculture, noting that the 
most hazardous impact is the diminishing profitability of agriculture due to fallback in 
productivity and prices. Additionally, agriculture will face a new ‘price scissors’ problem, where 
at a certain stage the agriculture development process will encounter pressure from two 
directions. The agricultural sector will not only be affected by “Engel’s law”, but also from the 
incompleteness of the market structure. Furthermore, the changes in international competition 
induced by globalization and based on the operation of reputation vs. comparative advantages 
in the agricultural economy would not be affordable for LDCs. These developments plus price 
changes create new pressures on agriculture, and will have an effect even at the early stages of 
the rural development process. Only the strategies they use to protect themselves from the 
harmful effects of globalization vary directly with the level of development. The underlying 
forces driving globalization are so powerful and so intrusive that they will hit the poor LDC 
farmer much earlier than the case would have been without globalization.  

To handle these implications, Mr Romano suggested two basic options necessary for LDCs to be 
able to gain the advantages of the new features of the world economy under the umbrella of 
globalization. 

A. Achieving a “new-economy” agriculture based on biotechnological innovations, economies 
of scale, etc; however, in the current ‘gene revolution’ access to biotechnologies is not free 
and it requires foreign exchange, which is hardly achievable for poor peasants, so this option 
is not neutral in terms of distribution. 
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B. Applying ‘quality-discriminating’ agriculture, benefiting from technology, based on mini-
standardization for the niche markets of quality foods, which target discriminating 
consumers who prefer specific products. 

In principle, these alternatives seem appropriate for Syria, since there is a wide variety in 
climatic and natural environments. Moreover, family farms, common in Syria, are more suitable 
than other organizational forms for rural development to fit these themes. It is also 
recommended that Syria establishes and develops brands for its specialty products, allowing 
greater access to the international markets; enters niche markets beyond their local areas; 
applies excludability through classifications for products that do not comply with quality 
standards; and encourages investments in infrastructure and human and social capital.  

The lecturer moved on to present the European experience in quality-discriminating agriculture 
and the endogenous rural development. As he reported, new strategies have been applied at the 
farm level in both reproduction and transformation levels through three main axes:   

• Deepening the agro-food supply chains and tending towards organic farming, high quality 
production, regional products, and using short supply chains to connect farmers to 
consumers; 

• Broadening the contribution of rural areas in rural economies by developing new activities 
such as agro-tourism, new on-farm activities, product diversification, and developing and 
managing environmental services; 

• Regrounding resource management based on changing production fundamentals to reduce 
costs and ensure off-farm incomes. 

As a result, the change in the farm structure from traditional farms into rural enterprises 
enlarges its role in rural development.  

The farmer has to deal with a matter of three dimensions regarding his relations, with other 
farmers and consumers, inputs importers, as well as the economy and rural society. He also has 
to improve production and his activities under the new economic conditions.   

As for achieving endogenous rural development, a shift from sectoral to local and regional 
strategies occurred through the application of new approaches depending on the following key 
factors:  

• Geographical selection of the intervention areas, taking into account heterogeneity, and 
targeting marginal vs. favored rural areas that comply with certain characteristics;  

• Favoring cooperation and partnership agreements among all stakeholders, i.e. farms, firms, 
civil society organizations, institutions, etc;  

• Strengthening the local expertise and local production systems that already exist, meaning 
to use the available resources to develop the mechanism for rural development, in addition, 
turn specificities into assets;   

• Integrating all policy interventions operating in a given area involving entrepreneurship, 
human capital, infrastructures, etc, to be considered as public goods. 

Eventually, Mr Romano outlined the conclusions of the presented analysis, stressing the 
discriminating features of globalization, and reaffirming that LDCs would be discriminated 
against by its effects due to their lack of relevant infrastructures and institutions, and the 
induced adverse changes in some macro-economic fundamentals. In addition, the different 
reputations of products and currencies - causing effects in both real and monetary terms - can 
eventually mutually reinforce each other leading to a fundamental asymmetry between rich and 
poor countries.  
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These implications also apply to LDC agriculture dealing with new competition brought by 
globalization that does not anymore fit with the traditional commodity-based agriculture.  The 
emerging evidence suggests that agriculture in LDCs will not be anymore the engine of growth 
as it used to be in the pre-globalization development patterns, and it is bound to be further 
marginalized. To handle these challenges, the possible alternatives these countries have is to 
tend towards quality-discriminating agriculture, and to apply domestic rural development 
interventions based on a territorial approach, characterized by integrated, inclusive, and flexible 
features. 

Summary of Discussion    

On the basis of the discussion go after the presentation around issues raised by the audience, 
the following topics of the argument is summarized as the lecturer addressed.  

 The change in trade concept 

Mr Romano clarified that shifting from a comparative advantages-based trade to a reputation-
based trade does not mean that reputation will be the main factor in competition, but it will be 
more important. The purpose is not to replace one factor with another but to integrate both. The 
two concepts can reinforce each other to strengthen one side or to modify both.  

For example, in Italy, Parmesan cheese, even though it is a very costly product, is of high 
demand and is more favored by consumers, because of its high quality reputation. Syria also has 
comparative advantages in different products (cheese, beverages, etc.) which it could leverage to 
achieve more benefits, assuming that it has the ability to improve their reputation.  

Agriculture’s position in LDCs  

As the expert explained, he doesn’t mean exactly that it won’t be anymore the engine of growth, 
but its traditional role will be undermined in the economic development of LDCs.  

The author repeated his call to renew the old policies based on production, and at the same 
time to set up proper alternative policies to face the implications of globalization and the 
pressure it generates on agriculture, so LDCs could manage to improve their production in 
order to contribute significantly to economic development. 

He also mentioned again the suggestion for “good governance” interventions, stressing on the 
need for high-quality interventions.  

Syrian agricultural strategy  

The lecturer commented that the Syrian agricultural strategy, which was approved recently, 
conforms in some features with his presentation thesis. However, in applying this strategy it is 
necessary to adopt quality certifications, encourage investments, and improve the ability to 
allocate resources effectively. 

The objectives and procedures of any strategy should focus on promoting future improvements. 
In this regards, Syria is seeking to plan for 5 to 10 years in the area of food security, relying on 
its previous experience in the field of food security.  However, there is still a lot of need to 
improve in this field.  

Developed countries’ attitudes towards the developing ones  

Mr Romano agreed with the idea of the necessity for DCs to help LDCs by opening the DCs’ 
markets for the LDCs products, mentioning that the DCs, like in France and Britain, also have to 
protect their strategic crops and to meet their farmers’ needs.     
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Democratic economy 

According to the lecturer’s opinion, the “democratic economy” is just a rational and intellectual 
expression not used in economics, and there is no democratic economy except in markets, and 
the DCs are paying for making the market more democratic.  

European Union negotiation equity 

The lecturer agreed there exists inequality in the way EU negotiations take place. Notably, the 
EU countries have some difficulties generated from their accelerated movement towards the 
European Market Association. However, the European Association in the long run will be useful 
and good for the EU and for the world agriculture sector and other sectors. 

Reality of standards used in international agreements  

Usually, as economists we say what should be done in the economy. Currently, the world 
economists are calling to adopt the standard of competence, for which the moral evaluation or 
judgment comes from the society through debate sessions, but some partners may not be happy 
with the results of the negotiations, if examined according to their own interests. The important 
thing is to continue the dialogue to seek solutions to meet partners’ interests, because stopping 
discussion will end these agreements.   

Domestic farm subsidies provided by EU & USA 

The expert admitted this fact and its outcomes, dumping price-distorted commodities on world 
markets, which potentially has become a serious obstacle in world trade. Indeed, abolishing 
agricultural subsidies is the key for Syrian products and other LDCs to access markets around 
the world. 

Mr Romano also illustrated how this subsidy was applied, whereas in 1990 the European 
authorities decided to support the prices of agriculture production as a solution for rural 
poverty and marginalization in their countries. In fact, the European people are paying taxes 
for these policies, which were worthy at that time. Now they face the drawbacks entailed by this 
support, but it is very difficult to stop. 
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Globalization and Agriculture

Objective
Analyze the challenge of globalization to LDC 
agriculture and rural development

Thesis
•There are systematic asymmetries under glo-
balization that operate at agricultural level too

•Without interventions LDC agriculture is bound 
to be marginalized ⇒ policies
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Globalization and Agriculture

Outline
•Some stylized facts on globalization and 
agriculture under globalization

•The changing role of agriculture in economic 
development

•Some lessons for rural development policy 
based on EU experience
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Globalization is …

… trade and financial integration
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NAPC Agricultural Policy Forum,
Damascus, Syria, 20 December 2005

Globalization is …

Three systematic asymmetries
• infrastructures/institutions endowments
• trade in commodities vs. trade in services
• soft vs. strong and reserve currencies

⇒ A new policy response
•FT-FM-LF, rather than curing the problem, is 
part of the causation process

• reputation effects and lack of infrastructures/ 
institutions imply market incompleteness
‘good governance’ interventions

 
NAPC Agricultural Policy Forum,
Damascus, Syria, 20 December 2005

Agriculture under Globalization

The same trends at sectoral level
• more agricultural trade
• more trade in ‘customized’ agro-food goods

The same constraints at sectoral level 
• lack of appropriate infrastructures/institutions
•adverse change of macro fundamentals
… and more than other sectors
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Agriculture under Globalization
More agricultural trade 

Volume:
• 1973-90: +2.4%
• 1990-2002: +4.0% 

twice as much agr. 
production

Value:
• 1990-2002: +40% 

in real terms
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Agriculture under Globalization

• positive effects on food security … provided 
that people can have access to it 
- infrastructures
- foreign exchange
- poverty

• negative effects because of higher vulnerability
to price volatility ⇒ need of risk coping 
institutions … provided that LDCs can afford it 
- infrastructures
- poverty

More agricultural trade 
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Agriculture under Globalization

More agricultural trade 

Infrastructural and institutional 
prerequisites are needed to claim the 
benefits from globalization or to better 
cope with increased risks implied by it

⇑
POVERTY
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Agriculture under Globalization
Change in the composition of Agr Trade

Significant
• 1990-2002: from 

42% to 48% of 
total agricultural 
trade

Generalized
• Both DC and LDC
Why?
• Engel law
• product 

differentiation  
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NAPC Agricultural Policy Forum,
Damascus, Syria, 20 December 2005

Agriculture under Globalization

Change in the composition of Agr Trade 
• reputation effects matter … especially under 
globalization 
- lower transportation costs
- trade liberalization
- cheap information circulation

• pressure on LDC BoP
- TT worsening: from avg. -0.1% in the 1980s to 

avg. -0.5% in the 1990s
- foreign exchange constraint 
- systematic devaluations
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Agriculture under Globalization

Change in the composition of Agr Trade
Shift from a comparative-advantage-
based trade to a reputation-based 
trade in agricultural products, i.e. to a 
loss of importance of cost-based 
competition and an increase of 
importance of quality-based 
competition

⇑
POVERTY  
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

Output side
Reputation matters
⇒ firms capture rents

•building an institutional ‘fence’: branding, 
certification, etc. 

• securing market shares: advertisement, 
marketing

⇒ firms exploit economies of scale
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

Output side
A. marginalization of LDC agriculture (mostly 

commodity-based) in international trade if not 
able to improve the reputation of their own 
products, but
• lack of resources for investments
• lack of appropriate institutions
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

Output side
B. Compounding effect of globalization-induced

macro-imbalances, e.g. systematic 
devaluation of the local (weak) currency

⇒ shift resources away from NT to T sectors

Producers misallocate resources ⇒
negative impact on economic growth
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

Input side
⇒ shifting resources away from the agricultural 

sector makes them more expensive for 
agricultural use

⇒many inputs (e.g. GM seeds) are increasingly 
traded as patented goods: 
• more expensive
• foreign exchange constraint
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

What’s next?
B. a ‘quality-discriminating’ agriculture

• based on mini-standardization for the 
niche market of quality foods that targets the 
discriminating consumers. In principle it 
seems OK for Syria:
⇒ high variety of natural environments
⇒ family farms more suitable than other 
organizational forms
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What’s next?
B. a ‘quality-discriminating’ agriculture

• … but need to develop brands and establish 
niche markets beyond their local areas
⇒ excludability through denominations
⇒ investments in infrastructures, human

capital, social capital 

Consequences on LDC Agriculture
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QD agriculture and ERD in EU

New strategies at farm level
Both reproduction
and transformation
• deepening
• broadening
• regrounding

From the farm to the
rural enterprise
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QD agriculture and ERD in EU

From sectoral to local/regional approach
• geographical selection of intervention areas: take 
into account heterogeneity (MRAs vs. FRAs); 

• favoring cooperation and partnership agreements
among all stakeholders, i.e. farms, firms, CSOs, 
institutions, etc.;

• strengthening of already existing local know-how as 
well as of local productions, i.e. turn specificities into 
assets;

• integrating all policy interventions operating in a 
given area: entrepreneurship, human capital, 
infrastructures, etc. ⇒ public goods
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

Overall impact
⇒ the profitability of LDC agriculture worsens 
⇒ a new ‘price scissors’ problem?

• not only Engel effect plus market structure, 
but change of competition under 
globalization (reputation vs. comparative 
advantage)

• at an earlier stage in the development 
process
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Consequences on LDC Agriculture

What’s next?
A. a ‘new-economy’ agriculture

• based on biotechnological innovations, 
economies of scale, etc. …but

• in the current ‘gene revolution’ access to 
biotechnologies is not free and it requires 
foreign exchange
⇒ hardly achievable for poor peasants
⇒ not neutral in terms of distribution
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Conclusions

• globalization is a discriminating phenomenon
• LDCs are disadvantaged because they:
- lack of appropriate infrastructures/  

institutions
- suffer of globalization-induced adverse

changes in some macro fundamentals
• monetary and real effects caused by reputation 
differentials can eventually reinforce each other 
determining a fundamental asymmetry between 
rich and poor countries
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Conclusions

• this applies also to LDC agriculture
• the new competition implied by globalization does 
not fit with the traditional commodity-based 
agriculture

• agriculture in LDC will not be anymore the engine 
of growth as it used to be in the pre-globalization 
development patterns and it is bound to be 
marginalized 

 

NAPC Agricultural Policy Forum,
Damascus, Syria, 20 December 2005

Conclusions

• quality-discriminating agriculture as a possible 
alternative

• RD interventions, based on a territorial
approach:
- integrated  
- inclusive
- flexible

 

 

 


